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Japan in the Great War.
The attitude of England during the Great War is a
remarkable example of the fact that she does not forget,
even in the hour of national peril when her very existence
is at stake, to provide against possible future calamities by
discreetly limiting the activities of other countries.
As everyone knows, in the Great War Japan planned, in
accordance with the terms of the Alliance, to attack Tsingr
Tao and to take the German Pacific Islands. And who" of all
"people tried to restrain her but England, her ally ?
Earl Grey, who was British Foreign Minister at the
time, has described the Alliance at the beginning of the
Great War as embarrassing. Britain knew that she could
rely on her Far Eastern ally, but feared that extensive
operations by her might adversely affect public opinion in
America. Further, neither Australia nor New Zealand
would welcome Japan as a successor to Germany in the
Pacific. The British Government found themselves, therefore,
in the unenviable position of having to ask a loyal ally to
limit both her action and her prospects of ultimate territorial
gain.*
The Alliance was, in fact, so embarrassing that at the
beginning of the war the British Government did not ask
of us anything so handsome as a declaration of war against
Germany. All they asked for were such minor matters as
seeking out and destroying German ships of war in the
Pacific and protecting British trade. They were astonished
when they heard that we proposed to attack Tsing-Tao
and to take the German Pacific Islands. When they were
informed that we proposed to declare war, they tried by
every means at their disposal to stop us. However, our
Cabinet had already decided to go to war, our preparations
were well advanced and we could not turn back*
So the Japanese Government addressed the following
Note to the British :
In view^ of the British requests, the Japanese Cabinet has
already decided on war and the necessary preparations for mili-
tary and naval operations are being made : it only remains to
declare war. Were we to stop now, the fact that we did so at the
unexpected request of the British Government would, we fear,
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